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Put the sentence back into its original form, and we shall
see why inversion was desirable. 'A, B, C, D, E, F . . . Z
were among the guests.' Observe how miserably the sentence
tails off; it has no balance. By inverting it, we introduce
several improvements. First, we give prominence to the im-
emphatic predicate, and enable it to discharge its humble
office, that of a sign-post, indicating the connexion with what
has gone before. Secondly, by giving prominence to the
predicate, we give balance to the sentence, which before was
top-heavy. Thirdly, we give prominence to the subject, by
placing it in an unusual position.
Next take the local option' sentence. Are the words 'First
on our list' emphatic? Not if the inverter knows his business.
How did it run originally? 'The question of local option
stands first on our list.' These words might be meant to tell
us either of two things: what stood first on the list, or where
local option stood. If the inversion is right, they are meant
to tell us what stood first. If the other had been meant, then
'First on our list' would have been emphatic, and the writer
would have left it in its place; but as it is not emphatic, and the
other words are, the sentence is top-heavy; he therefore inverts
it, thus balancing the sentence, and placing the unemphatic
words in a prominent position, where they continue to be un-
emphatic, but are sure to be noticed. In spoken language, the
relative importance of the different parts of a sentence can be
indicated merely by the inflexion of the voice; but the balance
of the sentence is best maintained, even then, by means of
inversion.
It is the same with the other examples. If we restore the
St Matthew quotation to the uninverted form, again we have
an answer to either of two questions: What is the basis of the
law ?, and What is the importance of these two commandments ?.
Obviously it is meant as an answer to the latter, and therefore
the words that convey that answer are the emphatic words;
the others are not emphatic, but merely essential to the con-
nexion; the general importance of the 'two commandments',

